Call for Papers
The Society for the Study of Multi-Ethnic Literature of the United States (MELUS)
American Literature Association
36th Annual Conference
May 21-24, 2025
The Westin Copley Place
10 Huntington Avenue
Boston, MA 02116

Panel: Reading Multiethnic Literature as Guidance in Times of Trouble

When in Morrison’s Beloved Paul D leans over and says to Sethe, “[W]e got more yesterday
than anybody. We need some kind of tomorrow,” his words gesture to Sankofa, the Akan
symbol which indicates that the past contains the wisdom that we need to move forward.
Here and now in US history, this panel applies Sankofa as symbol in literatures of
historically excluded populations. MELUS invites individual paper proposals that examine
multicultural literatures of the US for what readers may glean as guidance for how to move
forward after a time of trauma. Specifically, we are interested in papers that consider how
the works of multiethnic creators illustrate the ways in which traumas-historical or
contemporary-help to envision better futures.

Please send abstracts of 250 words, a CV, and a short bio to Sherry Johnson at
johnsshe@gvsu.edu by December 06, 2024. Presenters must be members of MELUS by the
time of the conference. To join or renew, click

here: http://www.melus.org/members/membership/.



https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.melus.org%2Fmembers%2Fmembership%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2eq9xQ6XVQ8KUfZjK2EpaleGsYqLfz--ophrDeP9R7P8sIdLOM0YAPoiY&data=05%7C02%7CRene.Trevino%40csulb.edu%7Cae75ce5119e64b1c2ff108dcf44cea45%7Cd175679bacd34644be82af041982977a%7C0%7C0%7C638653858402606649%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5jenVuWLY9UbFhYY62AqsboCPo3CBcj54mO4o3%2BCU1Q%3D&reserved=0

